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The purpose of today’s hearing is to examine the record of the Office of Management and Budget
in telling the American people the truth about new federal programs and regulations.

In particular, we will address two issues: (1) OMB’s cooperation, or lack of cooperation, with the
Subcommittee’s requests for information regarding the White House Climate Change Initiative,
including OMB’s review of pending letters of response from specific agencies; and (2) OMB’s
progress, or lack of progress, in implementing the Congressional Review Act (CRA).

I want to welcome Mr. Ed DeSeve, OMB’s Acting Deputy Director for Management, responsible
for regulatory affairs.

I want to welcome also Mr. Bob Murphy, the General Counsel of the General Accounting Office.
Bob testified before the Subcommittee in March on CRA implementation. Bob, I want to thank
you from the outset for the strong leadership and consistent commitment you and your staff have
shown by working with OIRA and the Subcommittee to make the CRA work as it was intended
to work.

This hearing is about information. Congress and the American people have a right to know the
facts about new regulations and programs - before those regulations and programs go into
effect.

They have a right to know where their tax dollars are going and how these new regulations and
programs will affect their lives and livelihoods.

What are the costs and benefits?

What will it cost families and local communities?

How will it affect workers and small businesses?

The American people have a right to know the answers to these basic questions.

But, in the case of the Administration’s climate change policies and in getting useful information
about all new regulations, Congress and the public are not getting these answers.

These are OMB’s responsibilities, and, in both areas, the Subcommittee is concerned about the
job OMB is doing. OMB has been unresponsive to the Subcommittee’s efforts to obtain
information and documents that would justify the President’s Budget request for $6.3 billion in





The GAO has found that despite the law, the agencies have failed to report hundreds of other
rules, including many rules that have a major impact on small business.

Here again, OMB should be taking the lead and providing the agencies guidance in order to
facilitate the free flow of regulatory information to the American people and their elected
representatives. Instead, here again, OMB is the bottleneck.

The Subcommittee held a hearing on OIRA’s implementation of CRA on March 12 of this year
to bring GAO and OIRA together to cooperate on CRA implementation. Regrettably, OMB
refused to send a politically accountable representative to that hearing. In my 3 years as
Chairman of OIRA’s authorizing and oversight committee, I have never observed a more blatant
gesture of defiance.

Today, Bob Murphy will report on GAO’s efforts to work with OIRA in implementing the CRA
since the March 12 hearing. We applaud the efforts of the GAO in particular, whose staff have
worked closely with the Subcommittee to build up the reporting process.

But GAO can’t do it all. What the agencies need most is strong leadership and guidance from
OMB.

By holding back key information from Congress, OMB is denying the American People their
right to know the Administration’s real agenda on climate change and on new regulations in
general. Time and again, OMB has bottle necked the flow of information from the agencies to
the people’s elected representatives.

I want to know what they’re hiding, and why they’re hiding it.

I will continue to investigate OMB and hold hearings until the full truth about the President
Clinton and Vice President Gore’s Climate Change Initiative comes to light, and until the CRA is
fully implemented.


